
 

Ingleton Church of England Primary School 

Policy on Admissions 

1  Introduction 

1.1 Our governing body applies the regulations on admissions fairly and equally to all those 
who wish to attend this school. The School Standards and Framework Act 1998 introduced 
a new framework for school admissions as of September 2000. This was later revised in 
the Education Act of 2002. Our admissions policy conforms to the regulations that are set 
out in that Act and are further explained in the statutory School Admissions Code of 
Practice and the statutory Appeals Code of Practice. These were revised in January 2003 
and came into force in September 2004. 

2  Aims and objectives 

2.1  We seek to be an inclusive school, welcoming children from all backgrounds and abilities. 

2.2  All applications will be treated on merit, and in a sensitive manner. 

2.3  The only restriction we place on entry is that of number. If the number of children applying 
for entry exceeds the places available, we adopt the procedure set out below to determine 
whether a child is to be accepted or not. It is our wish for parents and carers to find a place 
for their child at the school of their choice. However, this is not always possible, due to 
excess demand on the places available. 

2.4  A child’s level of ability is irrelevant to this school’s admissions policy, as are any special 
needs the child may have.  

3  How parents and carers can apply for their child to be admitted to our school 

3.1  Our school is a community school, and it determines the admission arrangements in 
agreement with the local authority (LA). The Admissions Authority for our school is 
therefore the LA, which publishes its entry regulations every year. Parents and carers can 
receive a copy of these regulations directly from the LA. ( please see the Durham Local 
Authority website for further information about primary school admissions) 

3.2  The LA’s annual admissions on the  Durham County Council website informs parents and 
carers how to apply for a place at the school of their choice. Parents and carers have a 
right to express their preference, but this does not, in itself, guarantee a place at that 
particular school. Application should be made on a form that can be obtained from the local 
Education Department, and should be returned by the date stipulated on that form. The 
school will notify parents and carers of the decision as soon as all the applications have 
been considered. 

3.3  In this area, children enter school at the start of the academic year in which they become 
five. There is one admission date per year, early in September (i.e. when the autumn term 
begins). Therefore, parents and carers who would like their child to be admitted to this 
school during the year their child is five should ensure that they return the necessary 
application form by the end of February of the year in which their child is to start school. 

4  Admission appeals 

4.1  If we do not offer a child a place at this school, this will be because to do so would 
prejudice the education of other children by allowing the number of children in the school to 
increase too much. 

4.2  If parents and carers wish to appeal against a decision to refuse entry, they can do so by 
applying to the LA. An independent panel considers all such appeals, and its decision is 



 

binding for all parties concerned. If the appeals panel decides that we should admit a child 
to whom we had refused a place, then we will accept this decision and continue to do all 
we can to provide the best education for all the children at our school. (Further details of 
appeal arrangements are set out in the revised Code of Practice on School Admissions 
Appeals, which came into force in September 2004.) 

5  The standard number 

5.1  The ‘standard number’ is the number of children the LA considers the school can 
accommodate. The standard number for our school is 12 children per year group. We keep 
this number under review, and the governors will apply to change the number if 
circumstances change. 

6  Sizes of classes for infants 

6.1  We teach infant children (aged five to seven) in classes that have a maximum number of 
30 children. 

7  Monitoring and review 

7.1  This policy will be monitored by the governing body, who will always take due note of the 
guidance provided by the local Admissions Forum. 

7.2 The policy will be reviewed every two years, or earlier in the light of any changed 
circumstances, either in our school or in the local area. 

 

Please see the next page for further advice as regards Oversubscription Criteria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2017/18 ADMISSION TO COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTARY CONTROLLED INFANT, 
JUNIOR AND PRIMARY SCHOOLS – Advice from Durham County Local Education 

Authority. 
Oversubscription Criteria:  
If more children want a place than there are places available, we will offer places according to 
the following criteria, strictly in order of priority:  
1. Children who are ‘looked after’ or a child who was previously looked after but 
immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence/child 
arrangement, or special guardianship order*. A looked after child is a child who is, at the 
time of making an application to a school, (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services 
functions (see the definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989).  
 
2. Medical Reasons  
 
Children with very exceptional medical factors directly related to school placement.  
3. Sibling Links  
 
Children who have a sibling** already attending the school and who is expected to be on roll 
at the school at the time of admission.  
4. Distance  
 
Children who live nearest the preferred school measured by the shortest walking route***. This 
will be based on the parents’ address. Where the last place to be allocated would mean that a 
multiple birth sibling group i.e. twins, triplets or other multiple birth sibling groups, would be 
split, the sibling group will be given priority over other children. Otherwise if only one final 
place can be offered and two applicants live equidistant from the school, the LA’s system of 
random allocation will apply.  
* An adoption order is an order under section 12 of the Adoption Act 1972 or section 46 of the 
Adoption and Children Act 2002. A ‘residence order’ is an order settling the arrangements to 
be made as to the person with whom the child is to live under section 8 of the Children Act 
1989. A child arrangement order is an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the 
person with whom the child is to live under section 14 of the Children and Families Act 2014. 
Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order 
appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or special guardians).  
** Sibling is defined as children who live as brother or sister in the same house, including 
natural brothers or sisters, half brothers or sisters, adopted brothers or sisters, step brothers 
or sisters and children of the parent/carer’s partner. Some schools give priority to siblings of 
pupils attending another community and voluntary controlled school with which they have 
close links (for example, schools on the same site). Where this is the case, details will be 
published in the Local Authority’s Admissions Brochure.  
 

 



 

*** In assessing home to school distance the LA uses a Geographic Information System (GIS) 
to identify and measure the shortest route utilising only the Ordnance Survey Integrated 
Transport Network (ITN) and Urban Paths Network (UPN) which are national recognised 
datasets. The LA will not include any other routes or any other method of measurement. 
Routes are measured from the centre point**** of the child’s house, or in the case of a flat 
from the centre point**** of the building, to the nearest school site entrance. In all cases the 
GIS identifies the route to be measured by connecting in a straight line the centre point**** of 
the child’s house to the closest point on the nearest route on the ITN/UPN.  
**** In accordance with the co-ordinates of the Basic Land and Property Unit on the National 

Land and Property 

 

Signed:    Mrs Judith Pressley 

Headteacher  
 

Date:  January 2017 

 

 

 


