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Ingleton C of E Primary School 
 

Policy for Collective Worship 
 
Introduction 
 
The staff and governors at Ingleton Church of England Primary School see the purpose of 
the school as that of providing an excellent education both academic and social in a 
Christian context for all its pupils. 
 
One of the school’s main aims is that children reach their full potential academically and 
socially and achieve a sense of personal worth.  
Subject to its physical capacity our school welcomes all children from the neighbourhood, 
whatever their family faith, if parents wish an education in a Christian context for their 
children. 

 
Current Organisation of Collective Worship 
 
Collective Worship has significance in the intellectual and emotional growth of pupils 
through the contribution it can make to their personal development and the fostering of 
attitudes. 
It should be concerned with the preparation of pupils for adult life, e.g. by providing pupils 
with an opportunity to develop a reflective approach to personal values and those of 
society. 
Through it children have experiences which, can contribute towards spiritual growth and 
understanding. 
In accordance with our trust Deed and with statutory requirements at our school, collective 
worship is placed at the centre of the school’s daily life. Worship is organised on both a 
class and a whole school basis and is led by staff, children, visitors and the local clergy. 
One of the ways our school fulfils its Christian character is by having services in our local 
church, usually the Easter Service, ‘Harvest’ and a Christmas Service, and by inviting the 
local Methodist Minister and Church of England vicar to lead our worship and take part in 
the children’s religious education classes. 
In the hall and, in each classroom, a Collective Worship area is set aside with a cross and 
various items , such as a bible and topical items, that are used to set a scene for Collective 
Worship in school. 
We must reassure parents, however, that our school exerts no pressure on children to 
become worshipping Christians or to take part in any activity that will compromise their 
own family faith or beliefs. The spiritual, social, cultural and moral welfare of all pupils 
whatever their background is of prime concern to us as a school. However, Christian 
values are definitely built into our ethos and teaching, and are reflected in the themes on 
which our daily acts of worship are based. 

 
Collective Worship and Assembly 
 
Collective worship and assembly are not the same thing but it is usual for an act of 
collective worship to take place during an assembly, either as part of it or its entirety. An 
assembly is a gathering of part or all of the school. It is concerned with administrative 
matters and other announcements about school life. It is of utmost importance that 
collective worship is seen to be distinct from those parts of assembly that are concerned 
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solely with administration. Collective worship is a context for allowing an individual to make 
a spiritual response freely if it is appropriate for them. 
 

Learning Expectations and Intended Outcomes 
 
Education, celebration, praise and hope are therefore essential features of our worship 
here at Ingleton School. We are not a faith community like a church community, so our aim 
through worship is primarily to educate our children and make them aware of what it 
means to be a community committed to serving and caring for each other, God and our 
environment. 
In so doing we hope to create an atmosphere in which pupils are invited, rather than 
compelled, to explore issues for themselves, reflect upon and learn from their own 
experiences and the experiences of others, develop sensitivity and a sense of wonder, 
awe and mystery for the world of which they are part. 
 

Implementation 
 
At Ingleton School a wide range of people are encouraged to lead collective worship. All 
teachers currently take an active role in leading worship.  
Local clergy and representatives from a variety of organisations also take part. 
The process of worship takes place through a variety of media, song, story, drama, music, 
poetry, etc.  
All collective worship in our school is time tabled and is usually held just prior to morning 
break. 
All staff and pupils currently take part in collective worship, a position we actively 
encourage, though the right to withdraw exists. A programme is organised by the 
Collective Worship co-ordinator for the week, which the staff and children share in and 
deliver. The older children are also encouraged to take a role in choosing prayers, 
readings and worship songs. 
On Monday there is a ‘Good Workers’ Collective worship, which celebrates the 
achievements of children during the past week, both academic and social. The children 
are then asked to reflect upon areas of their school life that they think they can improve in 
or ways they can help others in school. There is then a prayer offering thanks to God for 
our abilities and asking that we use them wisely this week.  Friday is a Songs of Worship 
led by the Headteacher. 
Class Collective Worship takes place at times when Parents and Carers are invited to 
attend to see pupils lead their own worship, usually through a theme they have been 
studying. 
Records are kept of Collective Worship and Songs. Pupils are also encouraged to review 
and evaluate the Collective Worship and record their own comments in a file on the 
Collective Worship table. 
 

Equal Opportunities and Special Educational Needs 
 
The staff and governors at this school are committed to ensuring that every child in the 
school will derive some benefit from Collective Worship, whatever their gender, ethnicity, 
physical or mental ability. Every attempt is made, therefore, to ensure that materials used 
are appropriate to a range of abilities, aptitudes and interests. 
 

Signed:   Mrs Judith Pressley ( Headteacher)  

 
              Date: updated  - September 2016 
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