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Ingleton Church  of England Primary School 

Policy for Religious Education 

 

Aims 

As part of the curriculum, Religious Education should promote the spiritual, moral, 
cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and prepare them for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life and society’ E.R.A. 1988. 

The main purpose of R.E. is to introduce pupils to important concepts in religion, 
develop the skills to evaluate what they learn about from religion and be encouraged 
to foster positive attitudes that arise in the exploration of religion. 

 Religious Education has a distinctive contribution to make to the curriculum, for 
religious experience finds expression in every culture and society. 

At Ingleton C.E. Primary School we follow The Durham Agreed Syllabus for Religious 
Education (2012) mixed age planning. This should be referred to when planning work 
and will be referred to in this document as A.S. Some units are also taken from the 
Blackburn Diocese Syllabus  as recommended by the Diocese of  Newcastle. 

 

The Organisation of Religious Education 

 

Allocation of Curriculum Time and Delivery 

Religious Education is studied during a minimum of 5% of curriculum time weekly. It 
is normally taught as a separate subject. However where a religious issue is raised in 
the context of a learning experience of another curricular area it should be 
addressed. Any question posed by a pupil is best dealt with directly, naturally and 
immediately, but where the teacher feels a greater explanation/exploration is 
necessary that should be recorded and dealt with later, but as soon as possible. 

 

It is recognised that owing to the organisation of the Primary Curriculum and the 
nature of Religious Education it may sometimes, be beneficial to allocate a half-day 
session to a Religious Education Topic, drawing in other elements of the curriculum 
such as language work, technology and drama. 

Teaching and Rationale and Importance 

 
Religious Education (RE) makes a major contribution to the education of our pupils at 
Ingleton Church of England Primary School. It helps pupils develop knowledge and 
understanding of religion and of the differing religions and non-religious beliefs 
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represented in Great Britain today. As such RE helps to promote the virtues of respect, 
tolerance and empathy, which are so important in our diverse society today.  RE helps 
pupils to ask and think about challenging questions raised through the study of religion and 
enables them to develop reasoning and take part in debate.  RE gives significant 
opportunities for our pupils to think about their own experiences, feelings, beliefs and 
values. As a result, RE is intellectually challenging, academically rigorous and personally 
enriching. 
 
RE is provided for all pupils in our school as required by the Education Act 1996.  It is 
taught according to the (named) Agreed Syllabus for RE which is the Statutory Order.  
In accordance with statutory orders1,2, an Agreed Syllabus must reflect the fact that 
religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, whilst taking account of the 
teachings and practices of other principal religions represented in Great Britain. The RE 
we teach is non-denominational and not designed to urge a particular religion or belief on 
pupils. As such RE is open to all pupils from all religious traditions and non-religious 
worldviews. 
 
RE makes a significant contribution to our wider school aims and values….. 
e.g. In RE our children learn about and encounter people from a wide variety of faiths and  
beliefs. As a result children develop respect, tolerance and friendship. 

 

 

The content and nature of Religious Education lends itself to an active approach, which 
is multi-sensory. Pupils should be given the opportunity to actively engage with the 
material that is taught e.g. they should be given the opportunity to handle artefacts, 
devise and make models and games, listen to sounds and silence, eat foods and reflect 
on their own experiences and those of others. 

 

Special Educational Needs 

In R. E. we follow the same Policy and Practise as is followed for other curriculum 
areas.  

 

Foundation Stage 

R.E. becomes compulsory when pupils enter reception. The children are taught within 
the six areas of learning and R.E. makes a significant contribution towards meeting the 
requirements of the Early Learning Goals. 

                                            

1 Education Act 1996, 2 School Standards and Framework Act 1998 
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Differentiation 

We follow the School guidance and A.S. Guidance  

 

Withdrawal 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from R.E. This request must be 
made to the headteacher, in writing, who will ensure adequate supervision for the 
child concerned.  

However, we would hope that in choosing a church school, parents would presume 
that their children would be involved in Religious Education. 

As a school we value the good communication we have with parents and it is hoped 
that any concerns they have regarding R.E. can be rectified. 

Leadership and monitoring of RE 

Mrs Judith Pressley  is the RE Co-ordinator in school. She keeps abreast of any 
developments in RE, attends the local RE network in Durham LA  and attends RE 
courses and conferences on behalf of the school. She updates the governors and 
other members of staff of any matters arising in RE and provides some training for 
staff through staff meetings.  

The co ordinator is responsible for the Long Term Planning in RE in school.  The 
planning is  monitored and evaluated and the  RE provision is regularly checked by 
looking at the planning, scrutinising RE books and talking to pupils.   

     Mrs Helen Hodgson  is the Foundation and  link governor for RE. She attends                             
school on occasions to see R.E activities and lessons and  regularly meets with the RE 
Co-ordinator to discuss progress and issues relating to RE. 

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

Assessment  

Assessment is part of the planning process at this school, and linked to intended R.E. 
learning outcomes for both attainment targets. 

AT1 – provides opportunities for teacher assessment. 

AT2 – provides opportunities for pupils’ self-assessment. 

A wide variety of assessment tasks are employed including visual, oral and written 
tasks and there are opportunities for pupil self - assessment. The A.S. identifies a 
variety of assessment tasks and the range of expected levels for children at each 
stage.  
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Not every piece of work needs to be formally assessed. 

It is considered that the most important aspects of assessments in this subject are: 

 continuous assessment in the classroom which is not necessarily recorded, 
but informs future planning and differentiation needs 

 pupil’s self assessment 

 

Recording 

Teachers will record assessment information on their Medium Term Plans where 
children will be assessed against the expectations for the work covered. It is not 
necessary to collect examples of work from all pupils but occasional examples may 
be collected and photographs can be used to provide evidence of work covered. 

An R.E Class book ( Scrapbook) is kept in each classroom where activities and work 
is kept as a record of R.E that has taken place in school. 

 

Reporting to Parents 

 orally at open evening 

 in written form in reports 

 

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 

The curriculum co-ordinator will: 

 monitor delivery of R.E. by direct observation of lessons and viewing work 

 talk to staff and offer support 

 review planning with staff 

 check resources against needs and prioritise spending 

 review Guidelines regularly 
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Parents 

We welcome parental interest and the Policy Document is available for parents on 
request and on the school website. 

Professional Development 

The professional development of the subject area is recognised by the school in line 
with  

 priorities and targets within the school management plan 

The Religious Education Co-ordinator will have the opportunity to attend courses run by 
the LEA and the Diocese. Other members of staff are actively encouraged to take part 
in INSET to meet Agreed Syllabus Requirements. 

The information received at these courses is reported to other members of staff via staff 
meetings. Up to date information and opportunity for discussion is provided in staff 
meetings. 

Support has also been received from the Local Education Authority’s Curriculum 
Support Service, and the Co-ordinator is given S.A.D. time when necessary for 
monitoring or reviewing planning. 

 

Resources 

The school recognises the link between good quality resources and excellence of the 

delivery of Religious Education curriculum. 

We have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all our RE teaching units. 
We keep resources for RE in a central store, where there is a box of equipment for each 
unit of work. There is a set of Bibles for both Key Stages, and a collection of religious 
artefacts which we use to enrich teaching in RE. The school library has a good supply of 
RE topic books. 

The following areas of funding and provision are used: 

Annual School Resources Budget 

A proportion of the budget is allocated specifically to supporting R.E each year. This 
varies according to targets set in the Management Plan, and specific shortfalls 
identified. 

Ingleton Parochial Church Council 

The P.C.C. of St. John’s Church, Ingleton recognises the importance of their support for 
the village Church of England School. They allocate on an annual basis a proportion of 
their funds to the school allowing the co-ordinator to spend that on any resource to 
enhance the teaching of R.E. 
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Resources for Religious Education are also available through: 

 teacher’s local libraries 

 the school Library and Museum Service 

 Carter House (Diocesan Board Of Education)  

 

Advice can be sought from the following: 

* L. E. A. Advisory Service  

                                    * The Diocesan Board of Education – Schools Advisor  

 

Signed:   J. Pressley    ( Co ordinator)  

 
 
 
 

Date:   October 2016 

 

 


