
Ingleton C of E Primary School 

Learning Challenge Curriculum 2018-2019: Medium Term Planning  

Key Stage 2 / Year 3/4 

Curriculum Area: History 

Main Focus Question: Why were the Norman castles certainly not bouncy?  

KS2 History 

Pre-Learning: Pre learning questions to complete based on what their learning will cover over the next 4 weeks.    

WOW: Look at and discuss a number of castles.    

Learning Challenge 1: Why did the Normans build so many castles?   

Chn discover why the Norman castles were built to create safe areas for the conquering armies. Look at and compare motte and bailey castles to the 

later stone keep castles. Discuss advantages and disadvantages of each design. During independent activities find out about what life was like inside the 

castles.  

Learning Challenge 2: Who was William the Conqueror and why is 1066 a famous date in British history?  

Learn about William the Conqueror and the Battle of Hastings. Chn to write a two recounts, one from William and one from Harold.  

Learning Challenge 3: What do you know about the Mott and Bailey castle and can you design one?  

Using their knowledge from lesson 1. Children are to design their own castle and start to make one.  

Learning Challenge /4: What is the Domesday Book and do we have something similar today?  

Chn find out how and why the Domesday Book was created. Look at an extract from the book and answer questions about it. Chn begin to understand the 

importance of the document to historians. Chn to re-enact the collection of the information for the Domesday book. Children learn about the modern 

census, then collect their own to find the answer to a problem.    



 

English Links:  

• Explanation texts 

• Instructions. 

Maths Links:  

• Building a castle.  

Creative Art / Expressive Link: Topic homework  

• Children to examine the Bayeux Tapestry and try to recreate to capture life today 

• Designing castles 



History Success Criteria 

Year 3 Year 4 

Chronological Understanding:  

✓ To plot recent history on a timeline using centuries.  

Knowledge and Interpretation: 

✓ To explain how events from the past have helped shape 

lives.  

✓ To recognise how life in the past was different from 

ours.  

Historical Enquiry: 

✓ To communicate knowledge and understanding orally and 

in writing and offer points of view based on what they 

have found out.  

✓ To appreciate how historical artefacts like the 

Damesday Book have helped us understand more about 

British lives in the present and past.  

Chronological Understanding:  

✓ To place periods of history on a timeline showing 

periods of time. 

Knowledge and Interpretation: 

✓ To explain how events from the past have helped shape 

lives.  

✓ To recognise how life in the past was different from 

ours.  

Historical Enquiry: 

✓ To appreciate how historical artefacts like the 

Damesday Book have helped us understand more about 

British lives in the present and past. 

✓ Can they independently, or as part of a group, present 

an aspect they have researched about a given period of 

history using multi-media skills when doing so?  

 


