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Curriculum Area: History 

Main Focus Question: Why was Captain Cook a brave man? 

KS1 History the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed 
to national and international achievements. 
 

WOW: School trip to the Captain Cook museum 
Bring a bag to school packed for an adventure: what’s inside, where might I go 
with my bag packed? 
 

Learning Challenge 1: No School 
 
 

Learning Challenge 2: What would you take on a worldwide adventure? 
Introduce Captain Cook: talk about what he did- children to record their own 
questions to find out about him.  What would you pack? What did he pack? 
 

Learning Challenge 3: Was Captain Cook a pirate or an explorer? 
What would it be like to be a pirate/ explorer is there a difference? 
What was the ship like? What did he get from the adventures? Treasure, 
thanks 

Learning Challenge 4: Who do you know that’s famous now and what can you 
find about them? 
Research 1 person who is famous now 
 Compare to Captain Cook’s fame: what is the same/different? 
 

Learning Challenge 5: Why would Captain Cook’s voyages have been very 
dangerous? Was he brave? 
Look at what he did, how he did it: what he had to use how it compares to 
present day exploring and adventures. 

Learning Challenge 6: Did Captain Cook make our world a better place? 
Investigate what he found out and how that impacts on our lives today. What 
would life be like if he hadn’t explored the world? 

 

 

 

 English Links: 
Research into Captain Cook: fact files to record ideas and findings. 
Investigations: interviewing people. 
Watching and analysing video clips. 
 

Maths Links: 
Drawing pictures of boats using graph paper to look at scale and proportions. 
 

Creative Art / Expressive Link: 
Drawing and painting pictures of the sea influenced by Turner. 
 

Other Curriculum Links: 
 ICT researching Captain cook and other famous people. 
 
 

Text – Fiction & Non-Fiction Links:  
The Pirate Cruncher 
Captain Cook famous lives 
 

 


