
Ingleton C of E Primary School 

Learning Challenge Curriculum 2018-2019: Medium Term Planning  

Key Stage 2 / Year 5/6 

Curriculum Area: History 

Main Focus Question: Who were the Mayans and what have we learnt from them? 

KS2 History: Links to the National Curriculum / Key Objectives for the Unit  

A non-European society that provides contrast with British history  

Pre-Learning: Children will fill in a pre-learning sheet.  

WOW: https://www.bbc.com/teach/class-clips-video/introducing-the-maya-civilisation/znk3cqt Video explaining who the Mayans were.  

Learning Challenge 1: Who were the Mayans and where did they live? The children will work in mixed ability groups with Ipad’s. They will use the to 

scan various codes around the room, the codes with send them to different websites about the Mayans. Then they will write on A3 pieces of paper the 

information they have found about the Mayans. Then as a class we will discuss where they lived, who they were and what they believed.  

Learning Challenge 2: What have the Mayan civilization in common with space travel? Let’s look at the Mayan space observatory? How did they use it? 

How does it compare with modern day observations of space? 

Learning Challenge 3: What can we learn from the way they built their pyramids? Were the Mayans advanced in their construction? How could we build 

our own pyramids? What material could we use? Design your own 3D pyramid. 

Learning Challenge 4: What do we know of the rituals and ceremonies carried out by the Mayan civilization? Split into groups, each group must 

research a ritual and make a presentation/instruction. Then show/explain to the rest of the class how to perform the ritual/ceremony. 

https://www.bbc.com/teach/class-clips-video/introducing-the-maya-civilisation/znk3cqt


Learning Challenge 5: Why was the Sun an important feature in Mayan life? Think back the rituals we did last week, how did the sun feature in the 

rituals? Did any other stars or planets feature in their daily lives? 

Learning Challenge 6: What caused the Mayan Civilization to disappear? 

Learning Challenge 7: What evidence do we have that the Mayans were an advanced civilization?  The class will be split into two groups, one group will 

argue that the Mayans were advanced and the other will argue that they weren’t. The children will use the posters they made the previous week to find 

information for their argument, they can use the laptops to find more information before creating a written sheet full of arguments for the debate. 

Learning Challenge 8: Reflection – Create a television documentary to explain to everyone about the life of the Mayans, focusing on traditions, culture, 

sport and their knowledge. 

 

English Links:  Research opportunities arise in LC1, LC2, LC3, LC5, LC6 and LC7. The main issue is to ensure that the outcomes from the research is 

different from each LC. There are several opportunities for pupils to develop their communication skills particularly in LC7, reading and comprehension 

skills. 

Map skills through research.  

Maths Links:  There are opportunities for the children to work out dates and time lines. Use measurement and shape to design the pyramid.  

Creative Art / Expressive Link: Using creativity, measurement and shape the children will design and make Mayan pyramids and masks.  

Other Curriculum Links: 

R.E. – The beliefs and rituals of the Mayan religion.  

Computing – Researching, Word Processing and technology.  

Geography – Maps, countries and cultures.  

 



History Success Criteria 

Year 5 Year 6 

Chronological Understanding:  

 To draw a timeline with different historical periods 

showing key historical events or lives of significant 

people. 

Knowledge and Interpretation: 

 To make comparisons between historical periods, 

explaining things that have changed and things, which 

have stayed the same. 

Historical Enquiry: 

 To test out a hypothesis in order to answer a 

question.  

Chronological Understanding:  

 To place features of historical events and people 

from past societies and periods in a chronological 

framework. 

 To summarise the main event from a specific period 

in History, explaining the order in which key events 

happened.  

Knowledge and Interpretation: 

 To summarise what Britain may have learnt from 

other countries and civilisations through time gone by 

and more recently. 

 To describe features of historical events and people 

from past societies and periods they have studied.  

 To recognise and describe differences and 

similarities / changes and continuity between 

different periods in history. 

Historical Enquiry: 

 To describe a key event from Britain’s past using 

evidence from different sources.  

 To suggest why there may be different 

interpretations of events.  

 



Design and Technology Success Criteria 

Developing, Planning and Communicating Ideas:  

 To come up with a range of ideas after they have 

collected information. 

 To produce a detailed step-by-step plan. 

Working with Tools, Equipment, Materials and Components 

to Make Quality Products: 

 To use tools and materials precisely.  

Evaluating Processes and Products: 

 To evaluate appearance against original criteria. 

 To be motivated enough to refine and improve their 

product. 

 To explain how their product will appeal to the 

audience. 

Stiff and Flexible Sheet Materials: 

 To make sure measurements are accurate and 

everything is precise.  

Cooking and Nutrition:  

 To describe what they do to be hygienic and safe.  

 

Developing, Planning and Communicating Ideas:  

 To use research in order to inform plans. 

 To consider culture and society in their designs. 

Working with Tools, Equipment, Materials and Components 

to Make Quality Products: 

 To use tools and materials precisely.  

 To change the way they are working if needed.  

Evaluating Processes and Products: 

 To evaluate their final product. 

 To consider changes and improvements.  

 To test and evaluate product. 

Stiff and Flexible Sheet Materials: 

 To justify why they selected specific materials.  

Mouldable Materials: 

 To make sure that product meets all design criteria. 

 To consider the use of the product when selecting 

materials.  

Cooking and Nutrition: 

 To explain how their product should be stored. 

 To think about how their product could be sold.  

 


