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Introduction and Rationale 

At Ingleton School we are committed to providing all children with 

learning opportunities to engage in geography. This policy sets out a 

framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff can work, and 

gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. 

Our school policy is developed in accordance with the National 

Curriculum for Geography and Foundation Stage Curriculum for 

Understanding of the World. Throughout this Policy, the term 

‘Geography’ includes the Knowledge and understanding elements of 

Foundation Stage Curriculum, alongside National Curriculum Geography 

for Key Stage 1 and 2. 

Geography is an essential part of the curriculum, it provides a means of 

exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live 

and how it has evolved. It explores the relationship between the Earth 

and its people and it contributes to the cultural, social, spiritual and 

moral life of children as they acquire knowledge of a range of different 

cultures and traditions, and learn tolerance and understanding of other 

people and environments. 

Developing geographical skills is essential as children live in a world that 

is wide open to them. With opportunities to travel and work in different 

cities and countries across the world, pupils need to use maps, charts 

and other geographical data.  

The teaching of Geography would be difficult without acknowledging 

the future of our planet. The Geography Curriculum places great 

importance on the interaction between the physical and the human 

environment. Areas of study give opportunities to make children aware 

of their own environmental impact upon their surroundings and how 

they can contribute to improving the environment, however small that 

contribution might be. 

 

 

 



Intent and Implementation 

Intent:   

Our Geography curriculum is designed to develop children’s curiosity 

and fascination about the world and its people; developing children and 

their role as global citizens as well as inspiring them to become happy 

and lifelong learners. 

Children investigate a range of places to help develop their knowledge 

and understanding of the Earth’s physical and human processes; 

including the heritage within their local community, the wider area of 

Britain and other Countries across the World. We are committed to 

providing children with opportunities to investigate, be curious and 

enquire about their locality of County Durham so that they can develop 

a real sense of who they are, their heritage and what makes our local 

area unique and special. We also aim to develop the children’s ability to 

apply geographical skills to enable them to confidently communicate 

their findings and geographical understanding to a range of audiences.    

Through high quality teaching and a learning challenge curriculum, we 

develop the following essential characteristics of geographers:  

▪ An excellent knowledge of where places are and their physical 

features, both in Britain and the wider world;  

▪ A comprehensive understanding of the ways in which places are 

interdependent and interconnected;  

▪ An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary;  

▪ Fluency in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply 

questioning skills, as well as effective presentation techniques;  

▪ The ability to reach clear conclusions and explain their findings;  

▪ Excellent fieldwork skills as well as other geographical aptitudes and 

techniques;  

▪ The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good 

knowledge and understanding about current issues in society and the 

environment;  

▪ A genuine interest in the subject and a real sense of curiosity about 

the world and the people who live here.  



  

Implementation:    

As part of this planning process, teachers need to plan the following:   

  

▪ A knowledge organiser which outlines knowledge (including 

vocabulary) all children must master and apply in lessons.  

▪ A sequence of thoughtfully planned lessons, which carefully plan for 

progression and depth concentrating on the geographical skills 

appropriate to the age group. 

▪ A pre learning task to evidence children’s prior knowledge to the 

teaching of a subject.  The same task is then to be administered as a 

post learning task at the end of the unit to show progress of 

children’s learning and knowledge.   

▪ Challenge questions for pupils to apply their learning in a 

philosophical/open manner.   

▪ Trips and visiting experts who will enhance the learning experience.  

▪ Appropriate curriculum themed home learning tasks which children 

complete with adults at home. 

  

Impact:   

Our Geography Curriculum is high quality, inspiring and is planned to 

demonstrate progression. If children are keeping up with the curriculum, 

they are deemed to be making good or better progress. In addition, we 

measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods:   

▪ Teachers assess children’s work in relation to each lessons learning 

challenge, using the traffic light system as stated on our marking 

policy.  

▪ Through pre and post learning tasks relating to each unit of learning. 

▪ Pupil discussions about their learning. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Curriculum 

Early Years 

Geography is taught in Reception as an integral part of the work covered 

during the year. We relate the geographical aspects of the children’s 

work to the objectives set out in the Early Years curriculum which 

underpin the planning for children aged 0 to 5 years. Geography makes 

a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s 

understanding of the world through activities such as finding out about 

different places and habitats and investigating our locality. 

 

Key Stage 1 

During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting 

area in the United Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the 

environment in both areas and the people who live there. They also 

begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical 

enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask 

geographical questions about people, places and environments, and use 

geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs. 

 

Key Stage 2 

During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and 

environments in the United Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links 

between different places in the world. They find out how people affect 

the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out 

geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, 

they ask geographical questions, and use geographical skills and 

resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. Children 

will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical 

questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different 

views. They will acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with 

Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques 

and maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources of 

information with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite images, 

etc.  

 



Planning and Teaching 

At Ingleton Primary School, we split each term into a Geography and 

History topic, spending half a term on each. However, the two subjects 

can sometimes cross over depending on the topic we may be studying. 

Due to our mixed year classes we run a two year planning cycle.  

Our planning and teaching of Geography is delivered through a 

Challenge Curriculum which is taught through a series of ‘challenges.’ 

The principle behind this a greater learner involvement and an enquiry 

based approach to learning. Each topic begins with a ‘Big Question’ as a 

starting point and from that, a series of ‘mini questions’ is planned to 

allow the children to gain knowledge and deepen understanding. At the 

end, there is a time to reflect on their learning. 

Geography is taught by the class teacher, and organisation of the lesson 

will be dependent on the needs and abilities of children in the class. 

Teachers will consider all learning styles of the children and this will be 

reflected in their lessons. Children are encouraged to answer 

geographical questions and also ask geographical questions.  

Teaching strategies may include: 

• Knowledge given by the teacher 

• Use of the local environments for fieldwork 

• Building own models 

• Individual and group enquiry, especially where resources are 

limited 

• Use of video and films 

• Using outside speakers 

• Visits to places of relevance to the topic, e.g. farm, beach etc. 

• Use of ICT 

• Use of relevant books, pamphlets, leaflets, maps, postcards, atlases 

etc. 

• Role play and drama to create empathy 

• Photographs and satellite images.  

 

 



Fieldwork 

It is always advisable to base learning on first-hand experience and 

teachers are encouraged to focus attention on the opportunities 

available in the local area. This will ensure that the pupils will get to 

explore the world beyond their classroom environment. All teachers are 

encouraged to organise visits that will enable pupils to extend their 

knowledge of the world around them. 

Visits and fieldwork are an essential part of the Geography Curriculum, 

helping to develop geographical enquiry and skills. Children learn best 

when the learning environment is ordered and they feel safe, any visit 

should be well organised and provide a stimulating and valuable 

experience. The pupils should prepare well for the visit and, on their 

return, use the experience to good effect in the classroom. The class 

teacher, or leader, should plan the visit meticulously, with the pupils’ 

safety and welfare paramount. 

 

Resources 

We have a wide range of text books in the school library and each Key 

Stage has access to atlases that are appropriate to their age group. We 

also use the Durham Resource Library to access related books, resources 

and artefacts. The children may also have access to iPads or laptop 

computers for research.  

People with an interest, or expertise, in a particular topic or area of 

geography could be invited into school to work with the children. These 

might be parents, grandparents, other family members, neighbours or 

representatives of the local community. 

 

Assessment and Record Keeping 

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is 

used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment 

of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being 

achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the 



children as soon as possible, and marking work will be guided by the 

school’s Marking Policy. 

 

Monitoring  

Monitoring may be carried out by the Geography Coordinator or Head 

Teacher in the following ways: 

• Informal discussion with staff and pupils 

• Planning scrutinies 

• Work sampling  

• Classroom observations 

 

Review 

This policy will be reviewed in January 2022. 


